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SENATE 
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Kepoiit 
No. 851 



PRESERVING EVIDENCE PERTAINING TO THE 
ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY 



OOTOOEB 4 (IccliInUvo day, OcTOiiEHl), 1005.— Ordcrca to Uo printed ‘ •' 

^ * . • • I 

Mr. ^iRKSEN (for Mr. EASTiiAun), from Uio Coinmittco on tlto • 

^ Judiciaryi submitted tlio following 

. . REPO^RT 

(To accompany Il.Il, 0045) 

Tito CommiUco on Uio Jiitliciury, |.o whidi wms referred tlio l>ill 
(II.U. 00-15) providing for lUo lUMpiisitioii and piwcrvation by Uio 
Umted Matw of certain iLoins of nvidmiro pertaining to U;o a.ssa.s.sina- 
lion of President John F, Jvcnno«ly, liaving considored Uio sarno, rc- 
witliout amendment, and rocominonds that 

the bill do pass. 

PunrosB 

The purpose of the proposed lopisl.'vtion is to authorize the acquiai- 
lion and preservation by the United States of certain items of evidence 
portaimng to the assassination of President John F. Kennedy. 

• ANALYSIS OF THE DILL 

H.R. 9545 would authorize the Attorney General to designate, by 
rmbhcation m the Federal Register, which items con.sidorcd by the 
rrcsidont s Commission on the Assassination of Prcsiilont Kennedy 
are required by the national interest to bo acquired and preserved 
by the United aStat^ (sees. 1 and 2(a)). All right, title, and interest 
to these Items would vest in the United States upon imblication of 
Uio Attorney Ocnorars determination in the Federal Register (see. 
2(b)). AiUhority to.'c/rect such acquisition would expire 1 year after 
the dat .0 of eimctment of this legislation (see. 2(c)). 

Under tlio bill, claims for just coiuponsutum must Im filed witliin 
1 year of the date of publication of the Attorney (icnoral's designa- 
tion. Iho bill grants concurrent jurisdiction to 'the Court of Claims 
60-010 
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2 PUESKUVK KVIDENCE— ASSASSINATION OF PRESIDENT KENNEDY 
I iiin ITS ilwiriol courl8 over cliiinw for jusl compoiisivtion liorc- 

'TlU&™"i'™rI.S bill «r. lo 1» pl»»c,l ..mlcr l\» 

i«ri slliS ocTuo AJa.inistr.Uor of C.cacr.U Services .ual prcservc.l 
in .‘iccoriUtnco with rules ami rcguUilions wU.cU ho may prcsciibo 

^*TUo^biU nrovulcs that all items acquired hy iho United Slates 
hcroundor J\\\W bo deemed pcrsoiuil property within tho ineiitiiiiK of 
provisions penali/.iu!: removal or mutihUion .uid 
linit 2ti‘> title IS. United States Code (see. 5). iho bill auiiiori7.es 
such appropriation os may bo necessary to carry out tho purposes of 

the act (see. 0). „atement 

Tn thn eoiirso of its invest igation of tlio assas.sinal.ion of President 

J^Jl'uirwl mimL^’orS o^?pS^'ovTlonro 

WoSr'C'uo ’S‘. “'C S.mmwSn 

and £ murder of P.Urolmau J. D. Ti|>pit, shouUl rcmai.i m 

sion of tho Government. In furthcranco of this 

r»AV nMioriil vcmiesl-cd tho introcliiction of tlio present moiisuro. 

I'l^o itemsT^u-lndo tho assassination weapon, tho 

^'-TC'comnd!ST«^u.vd.Ml that tho jvd.in«al i«tcre.st require 
iho Alloniev Genevid shall bo in a position lo dotormmo that any of 
ho Alt. n .V v.u^ ,.xM.sido.-('d by tho IVosnlont s 

. doip'^i.: r.£niKrrviudt^^^^^^^ 

1‘1.STS 
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'I'lio cominiLlce believcH th 
Aiid in the public interest, 
consideraLioii of II.U. 9545, 
Attivclied JicreLo and ma* 
Attorney General of tlio Un 

Off 



Tub Vick PaKsiDKNT, 

U*S» Senate t Wa-^hington, D, 
DearMh. Vick Pjibside 
appropriate reference in a Icj 
sition and preservation by I 
dcnco pcrluininf:; to the a.ssi 

In its investijration of the 
Commission appointed by 
items of jihysical evidence ' 
report. These items includ 
involved in the murder of ] 
exhibits. This evidence ai 
and other workiiiff papers 
Ininsnvilted to tho NhLtionu 
final decision ils to the dis[; 
physical evidence has been 
bureau of Invastij^ation. 

Piior to the completion oi 
tins Department Lake tho n< 
of the essential items of pi 
U^. Govonimcnt for an ir 
fiidcration of the allcrmitiyc 
cst rcciuires Icjxishition whir 
porfuiiiiout leteiilion of (he> 

Fn the first nhico, I thifd 
years ahead^ nlle'cii lions iiin 
Vmsidoiit ICniiMMly inuy e 
heoii (he cii.sn ul»n>iid and, 
since thn pnhliculion of (he( 
documentation and presen 
To a consul cmblo extent, sii 
and uncertainty, ns is dci 
literature durins; tho past j 
President Lincoln. We shoi 
to eliminate qiicstiiTns and 
retain tho critical physical 
their loss, destruction, or 
sponsible rumors and allegn 
public cqnfidonco in the v 
Commission. 

Furthermore, retention c 
nnd com plot 0 reasHCssmcni 
Commission if at any time i 
Many of the item.s, such 
documonts, wore tho snbje 
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iponsiitiim hcro- 
ral (Ibitrict court 

)liico<l under the 
s ami preserved 
3 nmy prescribe 

c Unilcd States 

the meaninjr of 

ft, sections 2071 
0 bill Avithori/.cs 
the purposes of 



ioii of President 
he Assassin iition 
,ce portiiininjx to 
nortant of these 
rlio (*omiuissiou 
I'lim f»f evidence, 
of the IVi'sident 
ain in tlie posses* 
•elive, the Allor* 
I measure, 
evolver involved 
r exhibits. The 
t of t he Cominis* 
fi. The items of 
r of iho Federal 

•est requires that 
nine that any of 
tjie Presulent’s 
D United Stales. 
Utoriicy General 
3niinj» IVcsidcut* 
;e questions and 
'rved. A failure 
of x*ilal evidence 
0 rumors under- 
it*8 Conunission. 
izin»r tlic nequisi- 
onsidcred by tlio 
«t. One private 
Tul of tlic United 
d tlio .3$ caliber 
ppil, claiming to 
items from Mrs. 
responded to tlio 
■) deny tlio plain- 
irocess of law by 
on l>y permitting 
igtits. 
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• TIio coininitteo believes tliat tlio need for tlus legislation is manifest 

! ind in tUo public interest, and accordingly, recommends favorublo 
/ consideration of II.U. without amendment. 

Attached hereto and made a part hereof is the letter from the 
Aliornoy Gciiend of the United States. 

Office op tub Attounby General, 

Wa^kinglon, D.C., Jxint 17, 1065, 

I Tub Vice Pre.sidrnt, 

• £/. 5 . Senafe, Washington, D,C, 

1 Dkau Mr. Vice PnEsinENr: Enclosed for your con.sidcration and 

• ftpproprialo reference is a legislative proposal providing for the acqiii- 
dtion and preservation by the United iSlalcs of certain items of evi- 
dence pcrlaining to the assiussination of President John F. Kennedy. 

In iUs invostigalion of Iho iLssiu^sination of Prasident Kennctly, the 
I Coiumi.sshm appoin|cd by Pi*esidont Johnson e.xaminod iiiimcroiis 
ilpms of nhysinil evidenco which wore used to form tho hitsis for its 
rr|»ort. riiosc ilems incdiidcd iho assiussiiiatiim weapon, the revedver 
involved in (ho imirder i»f I'alrnlinaii J. J). Tippit, ami many other 
exliilats. This evidence ami tho investigativo reports, transcripts, 
nii«l other wofldng )iii|)eiM of the (hiinmissioii. have heen ollicially 
tninsinitled to tho Natitinal Arcdiives liy tho (hniiiiiissinii. J’eiidiiig 
I litml decision as the disposition ti> ho mado of tluxse e.xhihits, the 

( physic4il evidenco has Ikiou roUiiiied in tho ciistuily of tlio Federal 
llurcmi of Investigation. 

Piior to tho completion of its work, tho Commission requasted that 
i this Department Uiko tlio necessary steps to provhlo for the retention 
j of (ho csscnliul items of physical evidence in tho possession of the 

1 115. Govenunent for an indermilo period of lime. After full con- 
fulcration of the alternatives, I am persuaded that tlio national inter- 
est requires legislation which will provide a valid legal bivsis for tlio 
I pcmuuicnt retention of these critical oxhlhlts. 

\ In the liml. idac.o, I think.it is important to recogni/.c that in Clio 
renrs nhciid^ nllcgatiims and theories regarding tho assiissirmtion of 
IWulent Kennedy nmy coiiLiniie to abound. 'J'his has rcrtainly 
Iwcn tho case ahroad and, to some (legreo within tho United States, 
since tho puhlication of tho CominissioiPs rc|>ort, despite tho impressive 
• documentation unci presenUtion of the Commission's conclusions. 
I To a considerable extent, such allegations and theories feed on secrecy 
! and uncertainty, ns is demonstrated, I believe, by tho liistorical 
' literature during tho pimt 100 years relating to tho assassination of 
i rresident Lincoln. We should securely preserve the pliy.sical evidence 
j to diminato questions and doubts. In rny judgment, a fuiliiro to 
retain the critical physical exhibits and the resultant possibility of 
1 their loss, destruction, or alteration will serve to encourugo irro- 
sp«jnsihle rumors and allegations designed to destroy tho widespread 
public confidence in tho work and conclusions of tho IVesidont's 
I Commission. 

j Kurlhcnnoro, retention of these itom.s woiiltl permit an accurate 
j and complete rcusscssiiicnt of tho conclusions of tho President's 
j (’ommissioM if at any time in the future this was considered desirable. 

‘ .M»my of tho items, such as tlio weapons, cartridges, and various 
I uucuiiionts, wore tho subject of testimony before tho Commission, 
i 
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diuinK llic course of which oxpcrl iind other witii&ssastostificd about 
their vilal charnclcrislics, ownership, use, and rclatiorisliip to lo 

'^IC'lheso Veiisous. I am sul.miuio!' the ouclo^d mcasuro wi.ich 
wouhl cstahlisli a pnu-cduro under whieli selected items of oviderico 
couhl iio retained and proleclo.l from ilisnersal ami cxph.itation. 1 ho 
proUseil legislation would auth«ri/.o the Atijornev >■» jlc- 

tSio which of the items considerc.l by the l*rcsi.lent s (hmimissmn 
are reciuireil hv the natioiml interest to ho ac.,,mrcd and preserve, by 
the United States. Wlicn the AtUirncy General a .Ictcrimim- 

tion that an item shouUl be aapiircd, all ri^lit and title to it would be 
vested in the Unite.l States upon the fdui(; tif his determination with 
Urn OlTice of the Federal Hegister for publication m the Fcdcra 
Rc^eistcr. The Attorney General’s ac.iuisition authority would 
cxpffo 1 year after the enactment of the pr.iposed legislation, and 
thL to oiily those items described in detcnuinati..ns bled with the 
Ollicc of the Federal Ucyiatcr within such 1-ycar period would vest in 
Uio Uidtcd Slates. Tim Court of Claims would be granted exclusive 
jurisdiction over claims for just compensation for any item acquired 
by' the Unilccl States pursuant to ibo procedure proposed m the 

order jto moot the roquiromonte of the national interest as indi- 
catod, I u^o tho early and favorable consideration of the enclosed 

^^^0 Bureau of tho Budget bos advised that there is no objection to 
the submission of this legislation from tho standpoint of tho admimstro- 
lion's program. 

. ^ Sincoroly, . Nicnonas deB. Katzendach. 

.* Attorney General. 

. . o 
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OcTOBEB 4 (legialatlTe day, 



Mr. Dirkbex (for 2^Ir. E 
Judiciary, i 

I 

ITo 

Tho Committee on the J 
(S. 1848) for the relief of 
Ranids, Kans., having consic 
with an amendment, and re 
pass. 



On page 1, line 7, before t 

PURPO 

The purpose of the amend 
the property to bo acquired 
basis of tho current markc 
encumbered state. 



Tho purpose of the bill, as 
Eva Horolck, of Blue Rapid 
Secretary of the Army to bo 
estate owned by them adjr 
Marshall County, Kans. T1 
bo contingent upon the conv 
to tho United States within 
value determined by the 
would bo subject to n limiu 
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